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stranger. We are now at the mercy of the French & Indians, who are 
daily making inroads among the back inhabitants, & it is much to be 
feared, ere long they will visit us who live on this side of the Great 
Mountains, unless they are drove off by unexpected assistance. Your 
old acquaintance, James Skelton, is dead, as also Robert Miller, of 
Wmsbg. My wife joins with me in wishing you health & happiness, & 
ever remain Dr Hugh, &c. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received Richard Chamber- 
layne's bill of Excha on Rob'. Cary Esqr. & Co., for £30, & Richard 
Farell's bill of Excha on his Brother, Joseph Farell, of Bristol, for 
£120, both which are inclosed, & are to be applied towards the payment 
of the cargo now wrote for. 

Per Capt. Robert Patterson in the Sally & Patty. 
(To be continued.) 



SKETCH OF EEV. ELISHA PARMELE. 

[See The Theological Magazine, Vol. II., pp. 321-324. New York. 
Printed by T. & J. Swords, for Cornelius Davis. 1797. May, June, 
July.] 

( Communicated by R. A. Brock, Richmond, Va.) 

Elisha Parmele" was born at Goshen, Conn., Feb. 22, 1755. 
He received a liberal education, spending the first two years of 
his collegiate life at Yale College, and the last two at Harvard, 
where he was graduated in 1778. He excelled as a scholar, par- 
ticularly in the knowledge he acquired of the Hebrew and other 
Eastern languages, it having early been his intention to pre- 
pare for the work of the gospel ministry. 

His genius was good, and his natural temper unusually calm 
and serene, never having been seen to be in a passion, even by 
those who had been most conversant with him from infancy. 

Being of a slender constitution, and in ill health, he went 
into the Southern States, and spent the year 1779 in instructing 
an academy in Surry in Virginia.* 

In the year 1781, he received approbation to officiate as a 
candidate for the holy ministry; and on the 3d of July, 1783, 
was ordained to the pastoral office over the church in Lee, in 
the county of Berkshire, having felt the power of gospel truth, 
as he trusted, from the time of being sixteen years old. He 
took a severe cold in attending and preaching a lecture pre- 

* It was during July, 1779, that he attended William and Mary Col- 
lege and received in December the charters of the Phi Beta Kappa So- 
ciety for Harvard and Yale. See Qtjaetbrly, IV., page 251. 
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paratory to the sacrament which he administered, and preached 
his last sermon on the first Sabbath in February, 1784, and was 
persuaded by his friends to give up all attention to his minis- 
terial labors, and retire among his friends for the recovery of his 
health ; . . . having already experienced great benefit by two 
preaching journeys to the Southern States, he thought it his 
duty to make one more trial. 

On the 27th of May, he set out in a carriage, being so feeble 
as to be unable to ride on horseback; . . ■ . was thirty- nine 
days on the journey; was able to converse but little. On the 
4th of July, finding his strength so sensibly fail as to be con- 
vinced that riding would no longer be of service, he put up at 
Colonel (Abraham) Bird's, on the Shenandoah, in Virginia, 
from whom and his family he received paternal kindness; . . . 
died August 2, 1784, and was buried in the burying ground in 
the vicinity. He directed that a sermon should be preached, and 
that his body should be interred without any affectation of show 
or parade; and that the extraordinary expense attending their 
mode of burial (i. e., in Virginia) should be distributed among 
the poor in the neighborhood. "Oh! let me die now; it is so 
pleasant to be with Christ!" He spoke to his wife, and said, 
"Farewell, my dear; I believe that I am going!" He dictated, 
in July, 1784, a letter to his parents, in which he expressed his 
trust in God, and committed his wife to their care. 



A SERVANT IN ENGLAND TO HIS MASTEE IN VIR- 
GINIA.* 

from Okingham : The first of October, 1642. 

Loving and Christian friend and Maister, having any oppor- 
tunity to returne such thankes as yo r former kindnesses may 
justly vindicate, I willingly imbrace it, notwithstanding the 
distance of place between us, desiring to bee mindfull of yo" 
and yours, and though I shall not nor indeed can not make a 
sufficient requitall for yo r undeserved favours, yet I am not nor 
I hope never shall forget them. I must further ingage myselfe 
to yo", and intreating yo u to sell of my plantacon for money if 
yo u can: or elce for tobacco, but that is worth little. I have 

* Recorded in Lower Norfolk county, Va. 



